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A gira	 e was recently 

born at the Bayou 

Wildlife Zoo, home 

to more than 500 

animals and birds
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Tournament time
High school basketball season 

kicks into high gear  » A6

By LAURA ELDER
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

Port of Galveston em-
ployees for the second 
time received a “one-time” 
$1,000 pay bump. 

Each of the 87 full-time 
employees received $1,000 
gross in bonuses that were 
distributed Friday at the 
port’s Christmas party.

 e wharves board, which 
governs the port, approved 
the supplemental pay adjust-
ments Nov. 21 at its regular 
meeting. 

Last year, the supplements 
were supposed to be a one-
time arrangement meant 
to reward employees for 
increased work with fewer 

Isle port 
approves 
bonuses, 
2014 
budget

See port | A5

By WES SWIFT
The Daily News

Paul Hopkins, a former 
sheri�  and county commis-
sioner who was instrumen-
tal in the ending Galveston’s 
wild gambling days and 
in developing the county 
parks system, died Friday in 
League City. He was 87.

“Paul was a very good 
friend, and I am saddened 
by his passing,” said Pat Hal-

Legendary 
former sheriff, 
commissioner 
dies at age 87

See sheriff  | A5

CHRIS PASCHENKO/The Daily News

Firefi ghters battle a fi re in the 3200 
block of Avenue L in Galveston.

By CHRIS PASCHENKO
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON 

A warming � re built Friday 
by squatters inside an aban-
doned home developed into 
a raging inferno that burned 
down the house and threat-

ened others, o�  cials said.
Someone reported the 

� re at 10:17 a.m. in the 3200 
block of Avenue L, and � re-
� ghters arrived to � nd � re on 
both � oors and � ames shoot-
ing from the home, Galves-
ton Fire Chief Mike Wisko 
said. 

 e size of the � re prevent-
ed � re� ghters from searching 
the house to see whether the 
squatters escaped in time. 

“About two minutes into 
our operation, we started to 
have some structural col-

Squatters’ warming fire destroys house

At a glance
WHAT: The 40th annual Dickens 
on The Strand, Galveston His-
torical Foundation and a host of 
costumed visitors and volunteers 
recreating 19th century Victorian 
London
WHEN: 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. today 
and 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Sunday

WHERE: The Strand in Galveston
EVENTS: Today — Salute to 
Sunset at the 1877 Tall Ship 
Elissa, Dickens Pub Crawl and 
Walking Tour and Tea With the 
Queen at the Thomas Jeff erson 
League Building.
DRESS: Come dressed in Victo-
rian costume and your admission 
price is cut in half. For tips, visit 

www.galvestonhistory.org/Dick-
ens_Costumes.asp.
TICKETS: Tickets $14 today and 
Sunday. Discounted tickets for 
foundation members are avail-
able for $9 for today and Sunday. 
CONTACT: Visit www.dickenson-
thestrand.org, call 888-305-7627 
or 409-765-7834 or visit all area 
Randall’s stores for tickets.

See fi re | A3

HIGHLIGHTS

Pub tour

Learn about the history of 
The Strand National Historic 
Landmark District and en-
joy some of Saint Arnold’s 
signature ales during a tour 
beginning 4:30 p.m. today. 

Salute to Sunset 

aboard Elissa

Back in her berth at Texas 
Seaport Museum after a 
recent deck restoration, 
the 1877 Tall Ship Elissa will 
host attendees throughout 
the weekend of Dickens on 
The Strand and to a special 
“Salute to Sunset” begin-
ning at 4:30 p.m. today.  

And more ...

• The Whimsical Whisker 
Revue, a facial hair contest 
for the bearded and judged 
by the Austin Facial Hair 
Club, will be this afternoon 
and offers categories for the 
entire family. 

• Parades are at 2 p.m. 
and 7:30 p.m. today and 2 
p.m. Sunday. 

• Visit living history en-
campments to see Civil War 
re-enactors living as they 
did in the late 1800s. 

• Sign up for the Victo-
rian Costume Contest this 
afternoon. 

• Numerous family 
friendly events are staged 
each day such as Piccadilly 
Circus, a children’s play-
ground with elephant and 
camel rides and a petting 
zoo; Artful Dodger Lane, 
where art students create 
a chalk London on Galves-
ton’s streets; and Snow 
on The Strand, the festival 
snow yard.

 » INSIDE: Holiday events 
and Dickens photos   A4

Photos by KEVIN M. COX/The Daily News

ABOVE: The Clear Creek Community Theater performs an abridged version of Charles Dickens’ “A Christ-
mas Carol” during Dickens on The Stand in Galveston on Friday night. TOP: Kellye Graham pulls on her 
gloves during Dickens on The Stand

Dickens 

is one 

cool time

Blast!
Featuring Acclaimed Concert Organist Ronald Wyatt

With a special appearance by The Sons of Orpheus

TONIGHT! Saturday, December 7, 2013

7:30 p.m. – The Sons of Orpheus  |  8:00 p.m. – Pipe Organ Extravaganza and Carol Singing

Galveston’s Historic Trinity Episcopal Church – 22nd and Winnie Streets

Christmas Pipe Organ
Extravaganza

Concert Admission
$10.00

Tickets Available
at the Door

Tickets also available at:

The Home Store
2025 Broadway,

Galveston Resale
1515 31st Street

and at

The House Company
2615 Broadway

For more information
call 409.765.6317
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Faith Focus

Rick 
Cousins’ 
Faith Focus 
column ap-
pears each 
Saturday. 
Have a 

unique or unusual event? 
Email details to rick.cousins@
galvnews.com at least two 
weeks in advance.

CHRIS JOHN MALLIOS
Local shops personalized, knowledgeable 
customer service and one-of-a-kind gifts

» Coming Sunday

D
ickinson’s 
Christian Re-
newal Center 

will have its Spirit of 
Christmas Market from 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. today at 
1515 Hughes Road.

“Start your day with 
a breakfast of hot cakes 
and sausage while you 
visit with St. Nicholas,” 
said Christy Wright, 
ministry coordinator.

“Join the fun by tak-
ing a hayride around 
the retreat center and 
then visiting our vendor 
booths to shop for those 
unique Christmas gits 
for family and friends 
and enjoy live entertain-
ment by local musi-
cians.”

Admission is $2.
Call 281-337-1312.

•••
League City’s St. 

Christopher will have 
its Service of Lessons 
and Carols at 10:30 
a.m. Sunday at 2508 St. 

Spirit of  
Christmas  
Market  
is today

Guest column

The Rev. Dr. 
Tom Day is 
rector of St. 
Christopher 
Episcopal 
Church, 
2508 St. 

Christopher Ave. at FM 518 
in League City. Visit www.
stchrischurch.org or call 281-
332-5553.

T
he seasons of 
Advent and 
Christmas were 

established to celebrate 
the birth of Jesus of 
Nazareth.

It is a time when we 
remember the greatest 
git given to the human 
race. his git bridged 
the gap between heaven 
and earth, and the 
world has never been 
the same since that baby 
boy was born in a stable 
and laid in a manger.

It seems to be much 
harder these days to 
appreciate that git 
from heaven. here is 
one Christmas I will 
never forget, because it 

Joy, peace  
are there  
for you  
during  
Christmas

FAITH EVENTS

 » The Baptist Ministers’ 
Association Women’s 
Ministry will meet at 10 
a.m. today in the A.W. 
Colbert Educational Build-
ing of Macedonia Mission-
ary Baptist Church, 2925 
Ave. M, in Galveston. All 
women are welcome. Call 
409-256-4129. The city-
wide youth ministry also 
will rehearse for the E.L. 
Gates City-Wide Institute 
at 10 a.m. today at West 
Point Baptist Church, 3003 
Ave. M, in Galveston. The 
Second Sunday Fellow-
ship Service will be at 7 
p.m. Sunday at West Point, 
as well. Call 409-762-5642.

 » New Hope Bible 
Church will have a meet 

and greet open to the 
public to welcome its 
new pastor, the Rev. 
Rathel Goodman, and 
his family, from 2 p.m. 
to 4 p.m. today at 3801 
McKinney Extension in 
La Marque. Refreshments 
will be served. Call 409-
935-4040.

 » Trinity Episcopal 
Church will have its 
annual Pipe Organ 
Extravaganza beginning 
at 6:30 p.m. today at 22nd 
and Winnie streets in 
Galveston. The event will 
feature acclaimed concert 
organist Ron Wyatt, and 
The Sons of Orpheus, 
directed by Edgar Moore. 
Tickets are $10 at the 
door, or can be purchased 
at the church, The Home 

Store, 2025 Broadway, The 
House Co., 2615 Broad-
way, or by calling, 409-
765-6317.

 » Restoring Hope 
International Fellow-
ship Church is inviting 
the public to its Stay 
on T.R.A.C.C. (Transi-
tion, Rehabilitation 
and Course Change) 
class, which is at 9:30 
a.m. Sundays at 1801 W. 
NASA Road 1 in Webster. 
For information, call Tony 
Scott, 601-918-5762, or 
the church, 281-557-9151.

 » Trinity Lutheran 
Church will begin 
celebrating Advent at 
11:30 a.m. Wednesdays 
through Dec. 18 at 2024 
12th Ave. in La Marque. 

The Children’s Christmas 
program will be at 10 a.m. 
Dec. 8 and the Christmas 
Eve Candlelight Commu-
nion service will be at 7:30 
p.m. Dec. 24. Call 409-935-
6004.

 » Greater Open Door 
Church of God in Christ 
will have its youth talent 
hour program at 4 p.m. 
Sunday at No. 11 Eighth 
St. N. in Texas City. All 
youth are invited to come 
out and showcase their 
talent. Email sprylisa38@
gmail.com.

 » The Greater Saint 
Paul Missionary Bap-
tist Church, 1220 state 
Highway 3, in La Marque 
will hosts its 17th annual 
Brotherhood Day at 11 

a.m. Sunday. The guest 
speaker will be Pastor Ger-
ald Ottems. Call 409-938-
7835 or 409-938-7247.

 » The Word of Faith 
Christian Life Center 
will ofer the Internet 
Victory Broadcast at 6 
a.m., 10 a.m., 2 p.m. and 
6 p.m. Mondays at www.
radiopanam.com/listen. 
Email Jackie Lynch, info@
wordofaithchristianlife-
center.org.

 » Congregation Shaar 
Hashalom will ofer Israeli 
Folk Dancing classes from 
7:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. 
Mondays through Jan. 27 
at 16020 El Camino Real in 
Clear Lake. Sessions are $4 

See Focus | B3

See Day | B3See events | B3

By RICK COUSINS
Correspondent

 » NASSAU BAY
When the ancient psalmist rested 

on a Judean hill and gazed up into the 
ininite night, he was moved to write, 
“When I look at your heavens, the work 
of your ingers, the moon and the stars, 
which you have set in place, what is 
man that you are mindful of him, and 
the son of man that you care for him?”

More recently, in 2009, Astronaut 
Michael Good was on a more prosaic 
mission. Tasked with replacing batter-
ies and gyroscopes on the then-ailing 
Hubble Space Telescope, he was in the 
middle of his busy day on orbit and the 
same thing happened to him.

“At the end of our mission, Hubble 
was efectively a new telescope capable 
of looking back 13 billion years at the 
irst light of the universe,” Good said.

“Imagine how far that light has trav-
eled in 13 billion years!

“It’s actually beyond our human com-
prehension to understand how vast the 
universe is.

“As I looked down at the Earth and 
up into the heavens from orbit, I was in 
awe of the beauty of God’s creation.

“My spacelight experience deinitely 
solidiied my faith in God.

“Our God is truly an awesome God 
— the One that created the whole uni-
verse, with millions of galaxies and bil-
lions of stars, and yet He knows and 
loves each one of us by name.”

he upgraded telescope, in turn, pro-
duced images that have been used to 

create a full set of one-of-a-kind sacred 
“Celestial Windows” that grace Nas-
sau Bay’s St. Paul the Apostle Catholic 
Church, 18223 Point Lookout Drive.

Good, who worships here, is used to 
big — the Hubble Space Telescope is 
about 44 feet by 14 feet.

he Celestial Windows, which crown 
the sanctuary here and are based on the 
telescope’s images, are even larger than 
the proile of the orbiting satellite itself, 
measuring about 80 feet by 18 feet.

From 2005 to 2007, this church 
worked with brother-and-sister team 
Rolf and Renata Rohn to develop 
the largest kiln-ired plate art glass in 
America.

Peter’s Glass Studio in Paderborn, 
Germany contributed multiple glass 
irings, which were used to create the 
cosmos, angels and Holy Spirit from 
Renata’s artwork.

Maria Hubbard added her digital il-
lustration talent to the inal product. At 
a resolution of 300 dots per inch, that 
amounted to an incredible number of 
pixels processed before the inal images 

were put onto glass.
“Today, this kind of work has be-

come standard in the glass industry, 
but St. Paul’s was the irst, and it looks 
as powerful today as when it was irst 
installed,” she said.

“Due to my previous job at United 
Space Alliance, I attended the debrieing 
with the astronauts ater each shuttle mis-
sion and it was noteworthy how common 
it was for them to express the awesome-
ness and spirituality of being up there.”

he Rev. Wencil Pavlovsky, pastor of 
St. Paul’s, has seen other grand churches 
around the world. He just recently re-
turned from a pilgrimage to Israel and 
Rome.

“But I’m partial to this place,” he said. 
“hese windows it so nicely because of 
the relation this parish has to JSC. hey 
tie everything together.”

Pavlovsky arrived ater the windows 
were dedicated, but he still remembers his 
irst day in this special space.

“I was standing in front, reading a 
passage from 1 Timothy and I was 
overcome by the Spirit,” he said. hen 
I walked through the church as if scales 
had fallen from my eyes as I wondered 
what I had done that God had brought 
me here.”

St. Paul’s windows
Hubble creates out-of-this world stained glass

Details

 » You can see the windows on TV as 
part of a PBS broadcast called “Arts In-
sight.” The airing will be at 7 p.m. Dec. 
19 on Houston’s KUHF-TV, Channel 8.

Next week

 » Galveston’s annual Advent pilgrim-
age will take to the streets.

Photos by KEVIN M. COX/The Daily News

Kim Noto and the Rev. Wencil Pavlovsky stand in front of the Celestial Windows inside the sanctuary at St. Paul the Apostle Catholic 
Church in Nassau Bay. The windows, below, were created with images of space captured by the Hubble Telescope.


